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Anantavarma Vajrahasta (1038-1070), known as Vajrahasta III, was the first ruler of the
later Eastern Gangas. It is from his time that we find the lithic records of the dynasty with
dates in Saka era. Rajaraja Devendravarma was the successor of Vajrahasta. During his reign,
Rajendra Chola invaded Kalinga to punish Devendravarma Rajarajadeva for having supported
the right of Chalukya Vijayaditya to the throne of Vengi. Both the parties claimed to have
been successful in the battle. Whatever be the outcome of the battle, peace was brought
between the two and Kulottunga I gave his daughter in marriage to Rajarajadeva. Anantavarma
Choda Ganga, who succeeded his father, Rajarajadeva, to the throne in 1078 was the most
illustrious of the Ganga rulers. He ruled for nearly 70 years. He was the son of Rajarajadeva
by the Chalukya-Chola princess, Rajasundari, and was thus closely related to the neighbouring
Chalukya-Chola kings. When his succession was disputed by Devendravarma, a Ganga king of
a collateral line, Kulottunga II, sent his army under Vikrama Choda to punish Devendravarma.
Thus, his relationship with the Chalukya-Cholas helped Anantavarma in establishing his rule
during the early years. However, after the death of Kulottunga I, Anantavarma invaded the
neighbouring Chalukya-Chola territory and annexed a part of it to his territories. By about
1135, he brought under his authority the territory extending from the River Ganga to the
Godavari and transferred his capital from Kalinganagara to Cuttack.
During the reign of Anantavarma Choda Ganga's successor, Kamarnava (1147-56), Velanati
Gonka II, the Chalukya-Chola feudatory at Vengi, invaded Kalinga and conquered its southern
part. From this time onwards, the attack of the rulers of Andhra on Kaiinga became continuous
and parts of Kalinga kept on changing hands between the Gangas and the rulers of Andhra.
During the reign of Rajarajadeva II (1170-90), the Gangas reoccupied the territory upto the
Godavari lost during the reign of their previous rulers. After the conquest of the Velanati
territories by the Kakatiyas, the latter bacame the main rivals to the Gangas In the Kallnga
region. After the fall of the Kakatiyas, the conflicts of the Gangas continued with the Reddis
and Velamas. The Gangas also had to face the enmity of the Sultans of Gulbarga who were
trying to establish their control over Andhra. The Ganga power weakened considerably during
the reign of Narasimhadeva IV (1378-1414). Later, under Bhanudeva IV (1414-32) the Gangas
had to face opposition from the rulers of Vijayanagar as well. The rule of the Eastern Gangas
came to an end with a revolt led by Kapilesvara Gajapatl, who occupied the throne at Cuttack
and displaced Bhanudeva IV. Thus ended the long rule of the Eastern Gangas over Kallnga.
Kakatiyas
Telugu speaking people were, to a large extent, brought under one government, which
identified itself with their aspirations and their social and cultural activities during the reign of the
Kakatiyas. They made their first appearance In Andhra sometima in the tenth century as the
military generals of the Rashtrakuta kings. Later they were appointed as 'Mahasamanta' chiefs
Df Hanumakonda vtihaya (province) by the Western Chalukyas whom they served as loyal
subordinates. When the Chalukya authority was overthrown by Kalachurl Blijala In 1156-57,
Kakatiya Prola II, with the help of his son Rudradeva, asserted himself as an Independent
ruler. In order to secure sovereignty, he struggled hard to subdue the other feudatories In
telangana - Gundaraja of Manthani, Medaraja of Polavasa, Dommaraja of Nagunuru, and the